ALNWICK CASTLE AND
WARKWORTH CASTLE

The history of these two castles, the one an imposing feudal
stronghold converted into a mansion, the other a ruin since
the seventeenth century, is the history of the Border at its most
romantic period. Both castles belonged to the Percy family
from the fourteenth century onwards ; Alnwick was the home
of Hotspur's father, the first Earl of Northumberland, Wark-
worth, of Hotspur himself from the age of fifteen. The story
of the Percies, of their chivalric rivalry with the house of
Douglas, of the battles of Otterburn and Homildon Hill, of the
tragedy of Shrewsbury, is the theme of the most famous of the
Border ballads and of Shakespeare's Henry IV. The ballads,
no less than the castles themselves, speak of a period of con-
stant warfare with the Scots :

And they have brent the dales of Tyne,
And harryed Bamborowe shire,
And the Otter Dale they have brent it hale
And left it a' on fire.

Percy and Douglas were the protagonists of this warfare :

There was never a time on the Marche-partes
Since the Douglas and Percy met,
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